DEMOCRACY AND MODERN PROBLEMS1
RENUNCIATION is not agreeable to any body or
person, but I have expressed the opinion that democ-
racy ought to renounce; that its prosperity and success
depend upon renunciation. This needs some explanation
and illustration.
In another form the same idea has often been enun-
ciated. If we want a free government we must be con-
tent to forego a great many fine things which other civil
forms might get for us. A "free government," under
the democratic republican form, first of all renounces
all the ceremonial and pageantry of the aristocratic or
monarchical form; that is of little importance, although
perhaps we assume too easily that the poetic and imagina-
tive element is absent from a democratic community.
But a democratic republic will never be neat, trim, and
regular in its methods, or in the external appearance
which it presents; it will certainly lack severity and
promptitude of operation. A great many things are sure
to be left at loose ends; in a word, there is sure to be
little discipline. There is a lounging air, a lack of for-
mality, an exaggerated horror of red tape, a neglect of
regularity.
Beyond this, however, and more important, is the fact
that there are important functions which older forms of
the state have been accustomed to perform, which the
democratic republic cannot well perform: it cannot
make war without great waste and expense, both of life
and money; it cannot do any work which requires high
1 The Independent, March 28,1889.